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Other provinces should devote themselves earnestly to their
duty. It ought not to he difficult to win swaraj before the end
of this year even if only one province makes an all-out effort,
I think swaraj during this year is quite within the bounds of possi-
bility if one province at least carries out the non-co-operation
programme fully, though other provinces may be slack. But I
cannot assert with confidence that we shall win swaraj through
the peaceful efforts of one province despite violence in one or more
of the other provinces. I see numerous obstacles, but our duty
is plain to me. We should exercise stricter self-restraint, become
purer, be more alert and make heavier sacrifices. The two forces
pull in opposite directions, so that our cart can go forward only
when our non-violence is the stronger of the two. If, out of the
four bullocks attached to a cart, one either dies or breaks himself
loose, the other three have to carry his burden. If, however, one
of the four does not die or break loose, but opposes the others
or pulls in the wrong direction, the others have not only to carry
his burden but also to acquire the strength to prevent him from
doing mischief. Thus, the sincere non-co-operator has now a
heavier burden to carry.

I see all the time that the most serious obstacles in our path
come not from the Government but from ourselves. The former's
perversity does not obstruct us as much as our own weakness, our
own perversity and our own lack of understanding. We shall be
able to raise ourselves if we see through the Government's perver-
sity; our own perversity and our weakness will hold us back. It
is rightly said that the atman1 is our only enemy as also our only
friend. The complete victory of non-violent non-co-operation will
be possible only if we conquer this enemy inside us.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivari, 4-9-1921

* Self; the reference is to the Bhagavad Gita, VI.5.
XXI-4